SELECTED OPEN-ENDED EVALUATIONS

Teaching Assistant, World Political Economy (Fall 2006)

Professor Edward Friedman

Creating a productive and safe learning environment

· “I thought Jeremy provided thoughtful and honest feedback, which created a comfortable atmosphere.”

· “One of my few discussions where students are truly encouraged to speak up in class. Great learning atmosphere!”

· “Good section, well-informed, easy to meet up and discuss in office hours, easily the best TA I’ve had.”

· “I found Jeremy’s style of discussion to be very helpful in learning the material. I really appreciated his straight forwardness. He will be a good prof someday!”

· “TA was very good at trying to get a non-reacting group of students to wake up and talk. Good effort, Jeremy!”

·  “A Monday morning section is hard to motivate, but we always had good discussions. Jeremy guided the class well encouraging strong points while clarifying and correcting areas that students were confused about.”

Helping students succeed

· “I thought Jeremy did not require improvement. He stimulated discussion at every meeting and was able to hold my attention. Bravo!”

· “I thought Jeremy was a great TA – very organized and good at clarifying material from lecture and readings. Made class interesting. Approachable and helpful!”

·  “Jeremy has been very helpful as a TA. He really knows the material well and is good at clarifying topics the professor raised in lecture that may have been vague at the time. I would say that he helped me to achieve in this class.”

· “Jeremy overall was a very good TA. He clarified ideas from lecture and added new information related to the readings. His section was almost as crucial to the class as the lecture or readings.”

SUMMARY OF NUMERICAL EVALUATIONS

Scale:  

5 = excellent 
4 = very good 
3 = good  
2 = fair 
1 = poor 
	Teaching Assistant Evaluations
	Introduction to Comparative Politics 

(Spring 2007)
	World Political Economy
(Fall 2006)

	How well does the TA answer questions and clarify concepts?
	4.53
	4.1

	To what extent does the TA encourage or create opportunities for students to participate in the discussion?
	4.59
	4.14

	Did you believe that your TA was accessible or difficult to reach if you needed his/her help?
	4.5
	4.45

	How helpful did you find your TA when meeting with her/him?
	4.28
	3.93

	TAs try to give useful written feedback and comments on papers and particularly exams.  To what extent were the remarks useful?
	3.94
	3.28

	How useful was section for helping the student prepare for tests?
	3.74
	3.79

	How useful was section for discussing important ideas not covered in lecture?
	4.53
	3.97

	How useful was section for clarifying lectures?
	4.12
	3.83

	How useful was section for clarifying readings?
	-
	4.41

	If you had to rate your TA as a potential or future professor, what would you say?
	4.5
	4.24

	We know that how the professor conducts the course often influences what a TA is able to do in section. Given the professor’s role and structuring of this course, how would you evaluate your TA’s OVERALL PERFORMANCE?
	4.59
	4.38

	Number of respondents
	43
	44

	Number of students
	54
	54


PAGE  
1

