SELECTED OPEN-ENDED EVALUATIONS

Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Comparative Politics (Spring 2007)

Professor Tamir Moustafa

Engaging Students

· “Jeremy is engaging and really knows the material. Discussion is structured enough where we get things done but at the same time the floor remains open to go over confusing concepts. Presentations were a part of this, and I believe they were more effective in the learning process than quizzes would have been. He also made an effort to know everyone in the section, or at least their names. He was also helpful in office hours and can relate well to me as a student.”
· “Jeremy was the best TA I’ve had so far, and better than many professors. He really knows his stuff and makes students think deeply and analyze the course material. I would strongly recommend him to anyone taking a course in comparative politics.”
· “TA’s style definitely encouraged participation effectively, incited good discussion. I found that I have a lot of comments, more than in many of my discussion sections for other classes, and the rest of the class discussed very well too, so he must have done a good job encouraging us to give input and ask questions.”
Clearly Communicating Ideas

· “AMAZING at clarifying and challenging students. Lead discussion in a way that brought up key points as well as leaving room for us to do our own discovery beyond that which was expected. Presentations were a great way to start conversation.”
· “When concepts were confusing, Jeremy did a good job of clarifying them and providing examples that we could understand.”
Overall Classroom Style

· “Really terrific discussion sections. Wouldn’t change a thing.”
· “Our class generally was very open as so it was fairly easy to participate without worrying about being judged on what you were saying.”
·  “Great personality, encourages people to participate, created a great environment. Had a blast, learned a lot. Had a great command of the topics.”
· “Jeremy made it easy to open up and share whatever idea I had.”

SUMMARY OF NUMERICAL EVALUATIONS

Scale:  

5 = excellent 
4 = very good 
3 = good  
2 = fair 
1 = poor 
	Teaching Assistant Evaluations
	Introduction to Comparative Politics 

(Spring 2007)
	World Political Economy
(Fall 2006)

	How well does the TA answer questions and clarify concepts?
	4.53
	4.1

	To what extent does the TA encourage or create opportunities for students to participate in the discussion?
	4.59
	4.14

	Did you believe that your TA was accessible or difficult to reach if you needed his/her help?
	4.5
	4.45

	How helpful did you find your TA when meeting with her/him?
	4.28
	3.93

	TAs try to give useful written feedback and comments on papers and particularly exams.  To what extent were the remarks useful?
	3.94
	3.28

	How useful was section for helping the student prepare for tests?
	3.74
	3.79

	How useful was section for discussing important ideas not covered in lecture?
	4.53
	3.97

	How useful was section for clarifying lectures?
	4.12
	3.83

	How useful was section for clarifying readings?
	-
	4.41

	If you had to rate your TA as a potential or future professor, what would you say?
	4.5
	4.24

	We know that how the professor conducts the course often influences what a TA is able to do in section. Given the professor’s role and structuring of this course, how would you evaluate your TA’s OVERALL PERFORMANCE?
	4.59
	4.38

	Number of respondents
	43
	44

	Number of students
	54
	54
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